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By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  an  Arbitration  Convention  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  Netherlands  was  con¬ 
cluded  and  signed  bv  their  respective  plenipotentiaries  at  Washington 
on  the  second  day  of  May,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eight,  the 
original  of  which  Convention  being  in  the  English  and  Dutch  lan¬ 
guages,  is  word  for  word  as  follows: 


The  Government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Her  Ma¬ 
jesty  the  Queen  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  signatories  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  for  the  pacific  settlement  of 
international  disputes,  concluded 
at  The  Hague  on  July  29,  1899; 

Taking  into  consideration  that 
by  Article  XIX  of  that  Conven¬ 
tion  the  High  Contracting  Parties 
have  reserved  to  themselves  the 
right  of  concluding  Agreements, 
with  a  view  to  referring  to  arbitra¬ 
tion  all  questions  which  they  shall 
consider  possible  to  submit  to 
such  treatment; 

Have  appointed  as  their  Pleni¬ 
potentiaries  to  conclude  the  fol¬ 
lowing  agreement,  to  wit: 

The  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  Elihu  Root, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States;  and 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the 
Netherlands  Mr.  W.  A.  Royaards, 
Counselor  of  Legation  and  Chargé 
d ’Affaires  ad  interim  of  the  Neth¬ 
erlands  at  Washington; 

Who,  after  communicating  to 
each  other  their  respective  full 
powers,  found  in  good  and  due 

(3) 


Hare  Majesteit  de  Koningin 
der  Nederlanden,  en  de  Regeer- 
ing  der  Vereenigde  Staten  van 
Amerika,  onder  teekenar  en  van 
het  Verdrag  voor  de  vreedzame 
beslechting  van  internationale 
geschillen,  gesloten  te  bs-Graven- 
hage,  den  29  Juli  1899; 

Óverwegende  dat  de  Hooge 
Contracteerende  Partijen  zich,  1  ij 
Artikel  XIX  van  dat  Verdrag  het 
recht  hebben  voorbehouden  om 
overeenkomsten  aan  te  gaan,  ten 
doel  hebbende  aan  arbitrage  te 
onderwerpen  alle  gevallen  die 
zij  voor  zoodanige  behandeling 
vatbaar  zullen  achten; 

Hebben  benoemd  tot  Hunne 
Gevolmachtigden  ten  einde  on¬ 
derstaande  overeenkomst  aan  te 
gaan : 

Hare  Majesteit  de  Koningin 
der  Nederlanden,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Royaards,  Gezantschapsraad  en 
Tijdelijk  Zaakgelastigde  der  Ned¬ 
erlanden  te  Washington;  en 

De  President  der  Vereenigde 
Staten  van  Amerika,  Zijne  Ex¬ 
cellentie  Elihu  Root,  Secretaiis 
van  Staat  der  Vereenigde  Staten; 

Die  na  elkander  hunne  weder- 
zijdsche  volmachten  te  hebben 
medegedeeld,  welke  in  goeden  en 
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form,  have  agreed  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles: 

Article  I. 

Differences  which  may  arise  of 
a  legal  nature  or  relating  to  the 
interpretation  of  treaties  existing 
between  the  two  Contracting  Par¬ 
ties,  and  which  it  may  not  have 
been  possible  to  settle  by  diplo¬ 
macy,  shall  be  referred  to  the  Per¬ 
manent  Court  of  Arbitration  es¬ 
tablished  at  The  Hague  by  the 
Convention  of  the  29th  July,  1899, 
provided,  nevertheless,  that  they 
do  not  affect  the  vital  interests, 
the  independence,  or  the  honor  of 
the  two  contracting  States,  and 
and  do  not  concern  the  interests 
of  third  Parties. 


Article  II. 

In  each  individual  case  the 
High  Contracting  Parties,  before 
appealing  to  the  Permanent 
Court  of  Arbitration,  shall  con¬ 
clude  a  special  Agreement  defin¬ 
ing  clearly  the  matter  in  dispute, 
the  scope  of  the  powers  of  the  Ar¬ 
bitrators,  and  the  periods  to  be 
fixed  for  the  formation  of  the  Ar¬ 
bitral  Tribunal  and  the  several 
stages  of  the  procedure.  It  is 
understood  that  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  such  special  agree¬ 
ments  will  be  made  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  and  on  the  part  of  the 
Netherlands  they  will  be  subject 
to  the  procedure  required  by  the 
constitutional  laws  of  the  Neth¬ 
erlands. 


Article  III. 

This  Convention  is  concluded 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  count¬ 
ing  from  the  date  of  the  exchange 


behoorlijken  vorm  zijn  bevonden, 
omtrent  de  volgende  artikelen 
zijn  overeengekomen: 

Artikel  I. 

Mochten  geschillen  van  rechts-  N 
kundigen  aard  of  betreffende  de 
uitlegging  van  de  Hooge  Con- 
tracteerende  Partijen  bindende 
Verdragen  tusschen  Haar  rijzen 
en  de  oplossing  daarvan  langs 
diplomatieken  weg  onmogelijk  zijn 
gebleken,  zoo  zullen  deze  geschil¬ 
len  aan  het  Permanente  Hof  van 
Arbitrage,  te  ’s-Gravenhage  in¬ 
gesteld  krachtens  het  Verdrag  van 
29  Juli  1899,  worden  onderwor¬ 
pen,  onder  voorbehoud  niettemin, 
dat  zij  de  levensbelangen,  de  onaf¬ 
hankelijkheid  of  de  eer  van  de  twTee 
Contracteerende  Staten  niet  aan¬ 
tasten  en  de  belangen  van  derde 
Partijen  niet  raken. 

Artikel  II. 

In  elk  bijzonder  geval  zullen  de  ’ 
Hooge  Contracteerende  Partijen, 
alvorens  zich  tot  het  Permanente 
Hof  van  Arbitrage  te  wenden,  een 
afzonderlijk  Compromis  sluiten, 
duidelijk  omschrijvende  het  on¬ 
derwerp  van  het  geding,  den 
omvang  van  de  bevoegdheden  der 
Arbiters  en  de  termijnen,  die  ten 
aanzien  der  samenstelling  van  de 
Arbitrale  Rechtbank  en  de  onder¬ 
scheiden  deelen  der  procedure 
zullen  zijn  in  acht  te  nemen.  Het 
is  wel  te  verstaan  dat,  wat  de 
Vereenigde  Staten  betreft,  zoo¬ 
danig  compromis  zal  woorden  ge¬ 
sloten  door  den  President  der 
Vereenigde  Staten  op  advies  en 
met  goedkuren  van  den  Senaat, 
en  wat  Nederland  betreft,  over¬ 
eenkomstig  de  voorschriften  der 
Grondwet. 

Artikel  III. 

Deze  overeenkomst  wordt  ge¬ 
sloten  voor  een  tijdvak  van  vijf 
jaren,  gerekend  van  den  dag  van 
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of  ratifications,  which  shall  take  de  uitwisseling  der  akten  va.n 
place  as  soon  as  possible.  bekrachtiging,  die  zoo  spoedig 

mogelijk  zal  plaats  vinden. 

Done  in  duplicate  at  Washing-  Gedaan  in  dubbel  te  Washing¬ 
ton,  in  the  English  and  Dutch  ton  in  de  Engelsche  en  Neder- 
languages,  this  second  day  of  landsche  talen,  den  2  Mei  1908. 

May,  1908. 

♦ 

Dlihu  Koot  [seal] 

W.  A  Roy  a  Ards  [.[seal] 

And  whereas  the  said  Convention  has  been  duly  ratified  on  both 
parts,  and  the  ratifications  of  the  two  governments  were  exchanged 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  William  Howard  Taft,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  of  America,  have  caused  the  said  Con¬ 
vention  to  be  made  public,  to  the  end  that  the  same  and  every 
article  and  clause  thereof  may  be  observed  and  fulfilled  with  good 
faith  by  the  United  States  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  March 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  one 
hundred  and  thirty-third. 

[seal.]  Wm  H  Taft 

By  the  President: 

P  C  Knox 

Secretary  of  State . 
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